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PROS/CONS

How many people have cancer
correctly detected and how many
people get false alarms?
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Dise

Screening 1,000 people by ultrasound

PROS CONS
150-200 people will have

FNT KRB REERT

FERMIMRIFLTOET

800-850 people

will be correctly
assured they do
not have cancer.

4-6 people will
have cancer found
early. They may
need less
complex
treatment and
may have better
chances of cure.

false alarms and will be
offered follow-up tests:
* 70-120 people will be
offered repeat
ultrasounds and

70-80 people will be
offered fine needle
aspiration

*10-15 people will be
offered both surgery and
fine needle aspiration

The 4-6 people who will
have cancer found early
may not have better
chances of cure. They
might just know for a
longer time that they
have cancer.
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* The possibility of loss, injury, disadvantage, or
destruction (Merriam-Webster Unabridged)
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“A thing is safe if its risks are judged to be acceptable.”
William W. Lawrence (“Of acceptable risk” (1976)
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